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‘y BUYING YOUR HOME airith MACHINE AsU | 


The purchase ofa “sewing” machine for home use is a lifetime” invest- 
ment. Machines of" reputable manufacture are. “built to last for. generations 
of use with only minor replacement of inexpensive ‘parts. “The cleaning,” 
oiling, and adjustment of machines aré within the’ ability of any home=* °~ 
maker and’ are the only maintenance necessary for’ continued good. service,’ 

Today's choicé of machines: gives'a wide range to ‘fit the purchasér''s’ 
needs and purse. It is often a bit confusing to make a decision, Your 
present needs may change as the family grows or the’ children leave: to 
establish their own homes, No one machine is’ likely to have all the 
features you consider: desirable, ‘$0. a compromise. is in order in’ selecting 
the machine that you: consider best, suited to ‘your present and Poe Eee a, 
future needs. ie 


Part of your decision should be Hoe: at home even before Looking at 
different makes of machines.” ae nee 

The first point to settle is the kind of sewing for which you are 
buying’ the’ machine. Many use their machines only for occasional plain 
sewing, for patching, mending,’ or darning,:or for’ the making: of simple 
garments, ‘For: this work a straight-sewing mathine ‘is: satisfactory. This 
type may be preferred by the woman whose chief interest is fine dress- 
making and’ tailoring and who has little. use for machine-made decorative 
effects, 


To handle a wider £aio8 in stiteh stiles dea for Beiatis ahioity sew=- 
ing as’ decorative stitching and embroidery; for the' making of home furn- 
ishings, place mats, and napkins; and for seam finishing and buttonholes, 
the more versatile Swing-needle’ or ‘zigzag-type machines: have recently 
come into use. ‘These, in part, do the jobs intended for the attachments 
that: come with the straight-sewing’ machines+-and which are’ so-seldom used. 
Your decision here is hates ne dchage job pone Ae tere to 
hes ian pee sith cost,: was 

aes ash cb is pe Gunen. Bennet te portable a Oe A cabinet 
with well-supported leaves and sturdy ‘legs gives: ‘good sewing: Support and 
is ready for-instant use. For any one machine head: theré are’ many cabi- 
nets to choose from. Since its main purpose is to house the machine, 
choose the: cabinet from this stahdpoint; ! The extra'‘cost ofa fancy: cabi- 
net may better be invested in’ useful: furniture, Where ‘space’ is limited, 
as in small homes and apartments, or where a machine must often be moved 
from place to place, the’portable is' the’ usual choice, Some portables 
are fitted. with an extension table for greater work surface; all can be 
set into a heavy work table flush with the top to give the same stability 
and work area as cabinet machines. Some portables are merely the regular 
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sewing head set into a cheap carrying box, heavy and unwieldy, with poor 
wiring; but portables are available with base and carrying case designed 
for the machine--sturdy and well finished. The choice between light weight 
and regular head portables is partly dependent on how much bulky sewing 

or mending of heavy fabrics will be done. \ 


You also have a choice between the long-shuttle machines and the 
round-bobbin types. The long-shuttle mechanism is simple and direct, 
usually easier to clean and oil, but a “bit: noisier and not designed for 
as high-speed operation as the ‘Tound-lbobbin class, Unless especially 
balanced, these machines are’ not:wel] adapted to electric motors. The 
round—bobbin machines are either oscillating or. rotary. They are usually 
smoother in’ operation and’ better: balanced tees higher, speeds. ¢.2.) 


af personal inspection oom a eer of eek will help you dectae: 
on one bést suited..to your purpdse. .Visit your friends and neighbors and 
the dealers, and check the features of one machine against another, You-: 
want. to choosé a machine that is. easy. to: handle, and. operate, is. readily 
adjusted to your varying Sooo BES i is Rivee to care fee and. keep in 
perfect running order. | a or . 

‘The following points are een asa “shopping guide in. | making your 

comparison, Look for "EASY TO USE" features: ; 


cue { ‘ 


ry ee Is upper tension setting shown a wears vey 


that are easy to Boo? het ae (Bee be ane 
pas peas 1200 throw ‘Light where you need: it? td, nastiness ted Meee 
3. Is the ve placed so it. will not Bs you irate gaunes 
during normal use of machine, for instance, Ti ‘aa al 
when ‘raising Pressure, LOC fic) correla (Peete tee 


pee Is the stitch length control scale BEY to read ? terete 


: 15e,,, WIT the machine stitch backwards? hc tal bei Ae at a 
6., Are thers. ‘adfustable. stop pdt té one: ‘for the inks sitet 
forward, and. reverse Snes control? oe 


,7. Is the upper Acai tension released when the 3 
' apr Oar Ung foot is ‘raised? 


= ae oe te Ce . (Cen Se Cee en ee oe 


I 


8. Can the pressure on the presser foot be. $ 
‘Teleased for darning and SUT ALE ee $------- 

Oe eels: pide a. ‘foot rest.on the electric foot cigyi 
CONEROLG cm oyedy vegas ng 8 Sen Pee 
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Try out. the machines for "GOOD OPERATION": ~~ 


‘~"? material tends to éréep over “the ‘other “during: 
sewing. Does the machine satisfy you in this 


10. 


5S 


set 
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is ae ‘bobbin easy to: “take . ae and: ip balck? - 


Is machine’ quiet and. free from: ia agar 
noise and: vibration?. . | 


Does machine.-run eee ca at all ayetray 


"table for you to use? 


Epics motor start smoothhy, .providing easy . . 


starting as well as slow running? 


Is the machine easy for you to thread? 


Ts ane ‘bobbin aor, for RE) to thread? 


\y 
a; i. 


Try maé¢hine on some ge your own oppor 
both ‘straight and curved seams. Is it easy 


- to ithe when bole eta Ee aie te E 


‘Notice Pectnee tne aes ae a pie ese bos 


- drift to right or left, whether one layer of 


respect? 
Is bobbin winder easy to. use and does 88 fill 
incl bobbin. a Sapte tek tee 6 2 


| MADTUSMERNTE: 


em il Neds 


“Is Gotten’ tension: conveniently’ located and: Be he 


easy to adjust?’ - 


~ Are the’ ‘térision adjustments: oe Say coal ah 
watt ini ‘the: instruction book? | ¢ 


ie 


Is the stiten’ ‘Tength control easy t0°v ‘use? mi 7 


Gar the SOnEnGA Peed aoe ay anepred aut) Or the 


way for SS and ce ee 


Fi 


If tiie feed dog: can be? dropped, ‘is ‘the: > edjaste 
aaah ig ia beg Me “to: geet to? % 


‘ 


me knee or foot sieetete motor control confor 
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Consider EASY "TO CARE FOR" factors: :.Yes + No 
H : 
1, rn cover plates easily removable and all ‘parts :. Fy tar 
ve ' readily accessible for cleaning, oiling, and : H 
greasing? ; $men n= 3 =~ 
2. Is wiring protected against ne drip? | ete eee 
3. Is light bulb easy to repinee? Fue Fi prey vi Seer Poca 
4. Is machine easy to dust and wipe clean? Peccentaneae= 
Inspect: for "LONG LIFE" Design: : ¥es::: No 
Lets wiring located where it will ‘not get pinched: ©: 
aro ‘is it ee fester wear? oo 
Aa ie PARR ees provided for wear between eke 4 
parts? eacnaalenes erway cine 


Zernvle eabiniet well ‘dUidetoletane are: Be seat 
legs well braced, and Leaf well anaiaetes and 
level when ‘open? 


o 
e 
e 
e 
° 


(, 2 8 08 ©8' ee ec es co oc 


4. ‘Are service parts gl in stock? 


Keep in Mind 


Light. Sewing machine lights help when threading and using a machine. 
They do not provide enough illumination for regular sewing and should 

be supplemented by good local light such as a floor lamp. Often the kind 
of sewing machine lamp, its position, and the type of paint firfish on . 
the machine, combine to reflect sufficient light to produce an objection- 
able glare. Frosted lamp bulbs, diffusing covers for the. wii or ‘a 
choice of peany finish, can help reduce this glare, . 


Paint finish. Machines finished in a smooth: glossy surface are easiest 

to keep: clean, but light reflections may prove annoying. Some manufactur- 
ers recognize the effect of color on eyestrain and finish their machines 
in green, brown, or tan, Others use a crackle surface to prevent glare 
but this may reflect many ete ie of Light as Se aaa as from a eae 
finish, 


iret Sones : Most ordinary sewing any can be fitted with an at- 
tachment that shifts the cloth from side to side, creating a zigzag 
stitch. .:Buttonhole attachments are a typé which shifts the cloth. A 
rather recent development in home sewing machines is the type that 
swings the needle bar from side to side, producing a zigzag stitch that 
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can be used for a wide variety of ertoota: Most.of these machines swing 
the needle to both sides of the center sewing line, while a few move only 
to the right or to the left. When the needle swings to both right ané left 
a greater variety of decorative stitches is possible. Skill in operation 
is required to develop a uniform ‘pattern or design with the lever or dial 

‘ controls operated by hand. Some machines are built to use a template 
which automatically produces a particular pattern without using lever or 
dial. A selection of the templates gives a wide variety of designs, 
some of which require considerable EER age to do by the hand lever or dial. 


Types ‘of motor controls: There are two types of ‘motor’ controls aired with 
sewing machines-~the step control and the carbon control. ‘The step con- 
trol changes the speed in a series of steps or jumps, usually 5 to & from 
slow speed to fast speed. With some machines the first step of this type 
of control does not provide the slow speed required at times in sewing 
operations, The carbon control increases the speed from slow to fast 
smoothly and uniformly, resulting in easier control of speed, especially 
when starting and at very slow speeds. 


Service agreements and certificates of guarantee: Most dealers who sell 
sewing machines offer some form of guarantee and free service agreement. 
The guarantee protects the buyer against the possibility of inferior or 
defective parts or concealed damage for varying periods of time after 
purchase. Likewise the free service period places the responsibility 
on the seller to correct any defect in adjustment or parts other than 
normal wear at no charge to the buyer. 


To be most effective these agreements should be put in writing and signed 
by persons in authority. Verbal agreements sometimes made by the seller 
or his representative are not legally binding. 


Reminders : 


1. Don't be afraid to ask questions about the things you want to 
know. 


2. Take time to select the make and model of machine for your 
needs before choosing the cabinet. 


3. Pick a cabinet for comfortable Sue and peeran bls and not for 
decorative features aLoDee, u ae Sl Ae | 


4e “Actually sew long Poin sab satiety, yoursel? as to Bos the 
machine will do, es 


\ 


5. Actually operate the machine to check that the knee control 
5 is not too far to the right and the neédle not too far 
4 to the left for you to sit comfortably. 


>, 
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6. Upon delivery, be sure your machine sews as well as the one 
demonstrated. Service adjustments are best made before the 
free service or guarantee period runs out, 


7, Learn to use and erate your machine. Also learn to as the 


adjustments, such as tension,stitch length, and presser foot, . 


control, Oil ang grease it according to the manufacturer's 
instructions, Study a copy of the U. S, Department of 
Agriculture Farmers! Bulletin No. 1944,. Sewing Machines~-— 
Cleaning and Adjusting, for sale by the Superintendent of 


Documents , U, S, Government Printing Office, Washington O8 ten . 


D. C., price 15 cents. | 


Prepared by a committee composed of: Ruth Knoch and Waldo Bell of the 


West Virginia Extension Service; Helen Shelby and A. V. Krewatch of the 
Maryland Extension Service; W. C,. Krueger of the New Jersey Extension 
Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture. 
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